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650 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

CUSHMAN'S HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 

Histories of philosophy are numerous, but few have the difficulties 
of beginners in view. A work by Professor Cushman 1 meets a real 
need. It covers the entire field of philosophy in the western world, 
and, written as it is with practically no philosophical bias, it is likely 
to appeal to students, and to general readers as well, who are interested 
in any phase of the human spirit's activity when presented in a scien- 
tifically historical manner. 

In the first volume, both ancient and mediaeval philosophy are treated, 
the latter extending until about 1453. The author's sense of proportion 
is well displayed by the space allotted to the different periods, and the 
cultural background is developed with not a little skill. The handling 
of the various ethical schools just after Aristotle's death is especially 
worthy of note, but the treatment of the succeeding religious period, 
while good, is not quite so satisfactory. Not infrequently one feels that, 
if the analysis had been a little deeper and if the differences had been 
placed in sharper antithesis, there would have been a gain. This, how- 
ever, may have been contrary to the author's purpose. The few maps 
and the cuts illustrating the different phases of the Ptolemaic theory of 
the heavens are a distinct advantage. Especially valuable, too, is the 
list of Platonic readings from the master hand of Professor Jowett. 

In the second volume, which deals with modern philosophy, the 
division into periods is rather novel and suggestive. The philosophy of 
the Renaissance extends from about 1453 to 1690, and is followed by 
the Enlightenment, 1690 to 178 1. In each period there are several 
subdivisions according to the character of the thought. Kant stands 
by himself, and then come the German idealists, the philosophy of the 
thing-in-itself, and the philosophy of the nineteenth century. The 
treatment of the subject-matter throughout is apparently impartial 
and with a due sense of proportion. The maps add interest and the 
grouping of the writers of the Enlightenment and the comparative 
tables of dates are serviceable. 

There are, however, several inaccuracies and rather misleading state- 
ments in this volume which, though they do not materially mar the work 
as a whole, call for brief mention. The customary date for the begin- 
ning of the Protestant Reformation is not 1518, Leibnitz' mother was not a 

1 A Beginner's History of Philosophy. By H. E. Cushman. 2 vols. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Co. Vol. I, 1910, xx+406 pages, $1.60; Vol. II, 191 1, xvii+377 
pages, $1 . 60. 
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Pietist, since Pietism, technically so called, began in 1666 and she died in 
1664. Newton did not die in 1722. One can hardly say that "from 
his [Locke's] theory of religion came Deism," since Deism antedated 
Locke, as the author indicates later, and Hume was probably not throw- 
ing bricks at Spinoza, as one might infer from the statement on p. 88. 
On the other hand it was Hume himself who used the expression "hid- 
eous hypothesis," meaning Spinoza's. Berkeley's work was the Prin- 
ciples of Human Knowledge and not as stated on pp. 172 and 177. It is 
but a half-truth to call Samuel Johnson "an Episcopal missionary," and 
Jonathan Edwards probably did not get the Berkeleian idealism from 
Johnson. (Cf . I. Woodbridge Riley, American Philosophy, 1907, p. 146.) 
Such a moot question demanded a footnote. The references to Hegel's 
Logic and Encyclopaedia on pp. 318 and 338 should have been con- 
sistent, and the statement in the concluding paragraph that "at the 
beginning of the twentieth century there seems to be a reaction 
from the scientific positivism" should have been expanded to avoid 
misinterpretation. 

One further word of criticism might be added. The handling of 
the scientific development would have been improved, if the Democritan 
influence had been pointed out more at length. The basis for this was 
laid in Vol. I, p. 116, but this early promise was not fulfilled 

In spite of these flaws, however, the work as a whole is admirable and 
deserves wide adoption for classroom purposes. 

Gregory D. Walcott 

Hamxine University 
St. Paul, Minn. 
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OLD TESTAMENT 

Beer, Georg. Pascha oder das jiidische Osterfest. [Sammlung gemein- 
verstandlicher Vortrage und Schriften aus dem Gebiet der Theologie und 
Religionsgeschichte. No. 64.] Tubingen: J. C. B. Mohr, 1911. vii+ 
44 pages. M. 1 . 20. 

Beer declares the Passover to have been originally a pastoral feast and like the 
Sabbath held in honor of the moon-god, thus having no relation to Yahweh-worship. 
This feast upon the soil of Canaan was consolidated with the feast of Unleavened 
Bread and incorporated into the religion of Yahweh, where it is given historical sig- 
nificance. This pamphlet is the forerunner of a larger discussion of the same subject 
which will present the facts in full upon which these opinions are based. 



